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MUSETTI CONTINUES HIS WINNING STREAK,
MENSIK SHOWS OFF HIS TALENT
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Main Draw Singles

1 1 RUBLEYV, Andrey A. Rublev 1

2 Bye A.Rublev 1
3 UGO CARABELLI, Camilo ARG | c. ugo Carabeli oars

4 wc MIKRUT, Luka cro | #27®

5 SHEVCHENKO, Alexander KAZ | E Marozsan

6 MAROZSAN, Fabian HUN | 6446 76° F. Marozsan
7 MONTEIRO, Thiago BRA | T. Monteiro 6276

8 7 MACHAC, Tomas cze | 366364

9 4 CERUNDOLO, Francisco ARG | F. cerundolo 4

10 Bye F. Cerundolo 4
11 Q COUACAUD, Enzo FRA | M. Dodig 6364

12 we DODIG, Matej cRro | 366362

13 wc POLJICAK, Mili CRO | L sonego

14 SONEGO, Lorenzo ITA | 6267" 76° L. Sonego
15 MULLER, Alexandre FRA | A. Muller 7561

16 8  ARNALDI, Matteo A | 7664

17 5  DARDERI, Luciano ITA | L. Darderi 5

18 SE AJDUKOVIC, Duje cro | %164 1. Mensik
19 MENSIK, Jakub CZE | 3. Mensik o463

20 POPYRIN, Alexei Aus | 5362

21 VAN ASSCHE, Luca FRA | E Fognini

22 FOGNINI, Fabio A | 5462 C. Tseng

23 Bye C. Tseng o160

24 LL TSENG, Chun-Hsin TPE

25 6 NAVONE, Mariano ARG | E Cobolli

2 COBOLLI, Flavio Ta | 5262 D. Lajovic
27 Q MISOLIC, Filip AUT | D. Lajovic 76°76°

28 LAJOVIC, Dusan sre | 543662

29 Q TRUNGELLITI, Marco ARG | M. Trungelliti

30 Q ANDREOZZI, Guido ARG | 466362 L. Musetti 2
31 Bye L. Musetti 2 6468

32 2 MUSETTI, Lorenzo ITA

| Round of 32 | Round of 16 | Quarterfinals | Semifinals | Final | Winner
| €6,215 0 pt |€ 10,165 25 pt | €17,510 50 pt | €30,220 100 pt | € 51,400 165 pt | €88,125 250 pt

Last direct acceptance

Seeded Players

Alternates/Lucky Losers Withdrawals

Retirements/W.O.

Alexandre Muller, 102
ATP Supervisor
Gerry Armstrong

Released
07/24/2024 22:41:13

C. Tseng (LL) H. Rune (Left Wrist )

Player Rank
1 | Rublev, Andrey 8
2 | Musetti, Lorenzo 16
3 | Rune—Hetger 17
4 | Cerundolo, Francisco 33
5 | Darderi, Luciano 35
6 | Navone, Mariano 36
7 | Machac, Tomas 38
8 | Arnaldi, Matteo 39
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Main Draw Doubles
1 1 BHAMBRI, Yuki IND | Y. Bhambri 1
OLIVETTI, Albano FRA | A. Olivetti
6362
2 KOVALIK, Jozef SVK M. Guinard
UGO CARABELLI, Camilo ARG G. Jacq
6416 106
3 GUINARD, Manuel FRA | M. Guinard
JACQ, Gregoire FRA [ G. Jacq
3
4 BORTOLOTTI, Marco ITA 76763
ROMIOS, Matthew Christopher AUS
5 3 BARRIENTOS, Nicolas COL | N. Barrientos 3
CABRAL, Francisco POR | F. cabral
6336 12-10
6 JEBAVY, Roman CZE F. Romboli
MACHAC, Tomas CZE M. Zormann
63 64
; MARTINEZ, Luis David VEN | E Romboli
RODRIGUEZ, Cristian COL | M. Zormann
6336 10-4
8 ROMBOLI, Fernando BRA
ZORMANN, Marcelo BRA
KAJIN, Karlo CRO | J. Eysseric
R ZMAK, Deni CRO | 6. Lur
64 64
10 EYSSERIC, Jonathan FRA G. Andreozzi 4
LUZ, Orlando BRA M. Reyes-Varela
7
n CHANDRASEKAR, Anirudh IND |G.Andreozzi 4 267671210
KADHE, Arjun IND [ M, Reyes-Varela
. 62 62
1 4  ANDREOZZI, Guido ARG
REYES-VARELA, Miguel MEX
13 we ROLA, Blaz SLO | s. Arends
SERDARUSIC, Nino CRO | p. Molchanov
62 64
14 ARENDS, Sander NED S. Arends
MOLCHANOQV, Denys UKR D. Molchanov
6475
15 SCHNAITTER, Jakob GER | J. Schnaitter
WALLNER, Mark GER | M. Wallner
6463
16 2  ARRIBAGE, Theo FRA
DOUMBIA, Sadio FRA
| Round of 16 Quarterfinals Semifinals | Final | Winner
| €3,160 opt | £5,370 45 pt | €9,600 90 pt | €16,380 150 pt | €30,610 250 pt

Last direct acceptance

Seeded Teams

Alternates/Lucky Losers

Withdrawals

Retirements/W.O.

Chandrasekar / Kadhe 221
ATP Supervisor

Gerry Armstrong
Released

07/24/2024 22:41:13

Team Rank
1 | Bhambri / Olivetti 100
2 | Arribage / Doumbia 114
3 | Barrientos / Cabral 121
4 | Andreozzi / Reyes-Varela 140

www.croatiaopen.hr
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ORDER OF PLAY - THURSDAY, JULY 25, 2024
GORAN IVANISEVIC STADION STUDENAC ARENA

Starts At 4:30 PM Starts At 4:30 PM

[4] Guido ANDREOZZI (ARG)

[4] Francisco CERUNDOLO (ARG) Miguel REYES-VARELA (MEX)
1. Vs VS
Lorenzo SONEGO (ITA) Sander ARENDS (NED)

Denys MOLCHANOV (UKR)

Not Before 6:00 PM Not Before 6:00 PM

[5] Luciano DARDERI (ITA) or

[1] Andrey RUBLEV Jakub MENSIK (CZE)
2_ VS VS
Fabian MAROZSAN (HUN) Fabio FOGNINI (ITA) or

[LL] Chun-Hsin TSENG (TPE)

Not Before 9:00 PM Followed By

[1] BHAMBRI (IND) / OLIVETTI (FRA) or

Dusan LAJOVIC (SRB) GUINARD (FRA) / JACQ (FRA)
3. VS VS
[2] Lorenzo MUSETTI (ITA) Fernando ROMBOLI (BRA)

Marcelo ZORMANN (BRA)

Tournament Director: ANY MATCH ON ANY COURT MAY BE MOVED ATP Supervisor(s):
MATCHES WILL BE OFFICIALLY CALLED FROM THE PLAYERS' LOUNGE & LOCKER-ROOM

Tomislav Poljak Gerry Armstrong

Released: Referee(s):

07/24/2024 9:13:40 PM Mila Mandl

Tour Manager:

Diego Pedraza Novak
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Francisco Cerundolo, the fourth-seeded and the 37th best
player in the world, proved to be too big of an obstacle
for Matej Dodig in the second round of the Plava Laguna
Croatia Open. The Croatian player, who turned 19 just a
few days earlier, fought hard against the Argentinian, who
is the favourite and who won 6:3, 6:4 in the end.

Cerundolo was leading 3:0 only 8 minutes into the game,
showing he would be a tough nut to crack. However, after
this early lead, the match evened out and Matej only lost
one more serve by the end, at 2:2 in the second set. He
had his final chance to come back when the Argentinian
had a match serve at 5:4, since he started the game with
0-30, but Cerundolo made four points in a row and se-
cured the win in his first Umag match.

“There is a big mismatch in quality of the opponents
when compared to the Challengers, but this is certainly a
motivation to keep going forward. After the initial 0:3, all
| wanted was to win a game on my serve, expecting it to
get easier as it goes on, and it did,” said Dodig and added:
“l am very happy with the tournament, and | would like
to thank director Tomislav Poljak for giving me a chance.

This was the first time Dodig played in an ATP tournament
in his career, and thanks to his victory in the first round,
he will move up in the singles rankings by more than 20
places from his current 310th spot, and on Monday, he
will have his career-best position.

The second seed and one of the favourites in the tourna-
ment, Italy’s Lorenzo Musetti, didn’t have a good opening
against the Argentinian qualified player Marco Trungelitti,

-
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CERUNDOLO TOO MUCH FOR DODIG, MUSETTI WAKES UP JUSTIETIE

but he woke up in time and won 6:4, 6:3, and he passed
through into the quarter-finals. The Argentinian player
opened with a 3:0 lead, but he won only one of the fol-
lowing 7 game points, and had no more break points by
the end of the match. Musetti currently holds the 17th
place in the ATP rankings, and less than a month ago he
played in the semi-finals of Wimbledon and the finals of
Queen’s.

In the quarter-final match, Musetti will face off against
a former champion of Umag, Dusan Lajovi¢ from Serbia,
who defeated Italy’s Flavio Cobolli 7:6 (5), 7:6 (3). The
closing of the second set was particularly thrilling, as La-
jovi¢ had a 5:2 lead, and then a 6:5 lead with his serve, but
he didn’t manage to break his opponent’s advances until
the tie-break.

Another former Umag champion, Italy’s Fabio Fognini,
wasn'’t even close to a win, as he managed to snag only
one game in his match against Taiwanese Chun-Hsin
Tseng (6:1, 6:0). Tseng was defeated in the last round of
qualifications, but managed to get into the main tourna-
ment as a “lucky loser” once Denmark’s Rune bowed out.
He took his spot and didn'’t have to play in the first round.

In the last match of the day, the 18-year-old Czech player
Jakub Mensik once again showed everyone what makes
him one of the greatest talents on the global tennis stage.
He started out falling behind (1:3), but he fought back and
won 6:4, 6:3 in the end. This is his third quarter-finals this
season, and he placed in all of them on different courts.
Hard surface in Doha, and grass in Mallorca.
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BATTLE FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE IN THE 5TH ITF WHEELCHAIR CROATIA
OPEN UMAG BY HEP SEES LAST YEAR'S WINNER LUCA ARCA AND FIVE CROA-

TIAN PLAYERS

On Wednesday, the drawing ceremony for the 5th annual
ITF Wheelchair Croatia Open Umag by HEP was held in
Umag. A total of 16 players will participate in the tourna-
ment, including 5 Croatian players.

A Croatian duel opens the very first round, when the tour-
nament’s organiser and best ranked Croatian wheelchair
player Anto Joskié¢ faces off against invitation holder Zeljko
Kladarié.

When it comes to the remaining three Croatian players,
Sven Mareti¢ faces Italy’s Roberto Sodero in the first round,
Antonijo Arambasi¢ plays against Hungarian Attila Farkas,
while Ante Kolundija fights Korean Sang-Ho Oh for his spot
in the quarter-finals.

The first-seeded player and last year’s champion, Luca Arca,
as well as Martin Legner, Jozef Riegler and Sung-Bong Han
have a free pass into the quarter-finals.

“We are delighted to be back in Umag because, since starting
this tournament, wheelchair tennis advanced hugely in Cro-
atia. This week, for the first time ever, we have three players
in the Top 100, and from this year on we will have seven in-
ternational ITF tournaments in six different cities in Croatia,
which is a huge number.

O PP Omp =

1N

This tournament had a particular role in popularising our
sport, so we are thrilled to be here again, and we're looking
forward to this 5th annual tournament,” said Anto Joskié.

All first-round matches will be played on Thursday, at the
Umag Tennis Academy courts, while on Friday and Saturday
they move to the Stella Maris courts.

FTIP® WHEELCHAIR TENNIS
CROATIA OPEN UMAG
BY T

& g

|
=5




tsku

- .
HH

E \s/’iée od

ruje




DAILY NEWS

s Een

[ m2] orenZIVA

|
(T

,*f

o

OFENZIVA BREAK:
TOMISLAV POLJAK

Director of the Plava Laguna Croatia Open,
Tomislav Poljak, was the guest at yesterday’s
Ofenziva Break, where he shared his thoughts on
being one of the youngest ATP Tour directors,
and what are the biggest challenges he faces in his
work: “Can you get me a ticket, can you get me a
ticket, can you somehow get me a ticket? I'm jok-
ing. Securing the best players in the world year af-
ter year, and providing them with the best possible
conditions is very challenging,” said Poljak.

He also commented on the possibility of changing
the type of court in Umag, and shared who his fa-
vourite was in this year’s tournament: “l think Lu-
ciano Darderi has what it takes. He's shown a great
deal of improvement this year, and he's definitely
one of the favourites. He proved it once again in
his match against Duje Ajdukovié. | wouldn’t be
surprised to see him lift up the trophy on Satur-
day.”

After the interview, we had the traditional quiz,
this time on interesting moments from the first
round of the Croatia Open, and the top three con-
testants won valuable prizes.
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FAST AND FURIOUS: TENNIS PLAYERS SPEND THEIR AFTERNOON EXPLORING
THE BEAUTIFUL PLAVA LAGUNA ON JET SKIS

-3 . In the summer months, we all look for ways to have

fun on the beach, and one of the best ways to have fun

~ and explore the beauty of nature is by jet ski. Tennis

players Fabian Marozsan and Fernando Romboli took

a break from their tennis commitments and took a ride

- on a jet ski in the gorgeous Plava Laguna bay of Umag.

During their ride, they had the chance to experience
the beauty of Umag from a different perspective.

10
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KIDS WEEK POWERED BY PODRAVKA: KARLO THE ROBOT JOINS THE MEET &
GREET WITH ZMAK, KAJIN, AND AJDUKOVIC

The fourth day of the Kids Week powered by Podravka
presented a special guest - Karlo the Robot, in charge
of launching the balls. Kids loved Karlo the Robot, as it
helped them practise their precision, and the best among
them were rewarded with tennis equipment by Babolat.

The kids were even more thrilled to get to play against
Deni Zmak, Karlo Kajin and Duje Ajdukovié¢. Duje even P
had some advice for the little ones: “What matters most
in tennis is to train and be persistent.” Tomorrow’s Kids :
Week powered by Podravka is the last one, so make sure
to join us!

12
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TENNIS EXPO WELL-WORTH A VISIT

Our expo offers arich selection of training and recreation
equipment at discounted prices for all tennis enthusiasts.

Babolat has organised a competition where you can win
a Pure Aero racket signed by Alcaraz. All you need to do
is post your most creative photo from the Plava Laguna
Croatia Open, and you can read all the rules on Babolat
Croatia’s Instagram profile (@babolathrvatska). We wish
the best of luck to all participants!

Head and Asics offer a great selection of tennis equip-
ment. Apart from dressing our officials, Head has also
prepared the new Head Extreme and Boom rackets for
you, while Asics is offering amazing sports equipment
and a discount for the entire new collection.

This year’s tournament hostesses are proudly donning
Hastioutfit dresses, and you can visit their stand and
purchase training and recreation clothing known for its
unique cuts and patterns.

14

Sportbox offers Compress Sport running equipment and
Hoka running and racewalking shoes known for their
comfort and quality.

Yonek offers you all you need to play amazing tennis -
from rackets, bags and shoes to tennis clothes and acces-
sories, so make sure you're ready for your next match.



MEETGGREET:
ANDREY RUBLEV

The guest of yesterday’s Meet &
Greet was the ninth best player in
the world, and the top favourite
at this year’s tournament, Andrey
Rublev. His adoring fans arrived to
stand in line half an hour early, and
Rublev stayed longer at the signing
so as to make sure everyone gets
an autograph or a photo with him.

If you weren't at yesterday signing,
we have great news for you - we've
hidden five signed Plava Laguna
Croatia Open balls throughout
the tournament area. Good luck to
all those who will attempt to find
them!
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ITF WHEELCHAIR TOURNAMENT DRAWING
CEREMONY HELD IN UMAG

The drawing ceremony for the wheelchair tennis tournament
at the Plava Laguna Croatia Open was held in the Social Arena.

Radio Zs Istra

Title defender and top-seeded player, Italy’s Luca Arca, is free
in the first round, as is the second seed, Austrian Josef Rie-
gler. The third and fourth seeds, South Korea’s Sung-Bo and |
Austria’s Martin Legner, were also privileged in the drawing
ceremony.

Croatia has five representatives in the tournament, and two of !!
the best ones, Anto Joski¢ and Zeljko Kladari¢, face offinthe |
first round. Sven Mareti¢ will play against the Italian Rober- ==
to Sodero, Ante Kolundija duels against South Korean Sang- [

Ho Oh, while Antonijo Arambasi¢ faces off against Hungary's
Attila Farkas.

HOW ATHLETES TRAIN: GORAN IVANISEVIC HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF
HIGH-QUALITY TRAINING AT THE TECHNOGYM HOUSE

As the saying goes - “a healthy mind in a healthy body”
- and this is Technogym'’s creed. Technogym is located
right by the Social Arena so the visitors have the chance
to take a few minutes out of the day to run on a treadmill,
Lift weights, or choose another form of recreation.

Goran lvanisevi¢, the Croatian tennis legend, was a spe-
cial guest, and he tried out the equipment at Technogym.
He later gave a short interview, highlighting the impor-
tance of fitness training for athletes, noting the diffe-
rences in training today and in the past, and sharing how _
Technogym fits into his everyday life.
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SUPCER) TENIS BY TRIGLAV: ——

A SPORTING TREAT SERVED BY ITALIAN
TENNIS PLAYERS AND PADEL PLAYERS FROM
THE CROATIAN FEMALE NATIONAL TEAM

We made the best of the beautiful sunny weather to enjoy
some fun sporting activities outside of the tennis courts.
Brazilian tennis players Fernando Romboli and Marcelo
Zormann tried out a tennis-like sport: padel, and the Bra-
zilian players faced off against Nika and Tea Lovrekovic,
members of the Croatian female national team, but the
court was in the sea, played on SUP boards.

This rare and unusual padel version was organised by Tri-
glav osiguranje, and the sea court was the main attraction
far and wide.
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UMAG MUSIC NIGHTS:
DJ GIANLUCA VACCHI

Yesterday'’s atmosphere at the Umag Music Nights was
electrified by the eccentric Italian DJ Gianluca Vac-
chi. Although he is known to the public as “Grandpa
Playboy”, Vacchi definitely didn’t put the Umag audien-
ces to bed early, and he gave them a night to remember,
even outdoing his 2019 performance.

Tonight, we continue in the same vein, and the stage is
reserved for the Italian DJ duo From Mars.

{7 LB SATURDAY g

21 /i 4
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HIDDEN CHARM OF ISTRIAN WINE: AN EVENING DEDICATED TO SAUVIGNON BLANC

In summer months, some prefer white wines, and the
fourth evening of wine tastings during the Hidden
Charm of Istrian wine was dedicated to Sauvignon
Blanc, the semi-aromatic variety, together with Gewdr-
ztraminer and Riesling. The wine tasting was hosted by
the sommelier Lucija Matijevié, who was once again re-
ady to share all her knowledge of wines.

Three wineries had their Sauvignons in the running:
Vina Zigante, Vinarije Tomaz, and Vinarije Frankovic.
Participants in the tasting didn't know which wine they
were tasting, but representatives from the wineries
shared some information about themselves.

All wines in the Frankovi¢ winery were named after
their horses, and grapes for their wines are harvested in
two or three stages. The Tomaz winery is situated near
Motovun, and it spreads over 27 hectares, three of whi-
ch are used for Sauvignon. In Vina Zigante, Sauvignon
grapes are harvested manually, fermented for 15 days
and kept in stainless steel barrels for 6 months.

The winning wine of the evening was wine C, while
wine A was in the second place, and wine B in the third.
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HAVING THE FINAL MATCH ON A SATURDAY
MIGHT BECOME A NEW TRADITION

)

Before the start of this year’s

Plava Laguna Croatia Open,
there was a lot of discussion on
the topic of the tournament sc-
hedule. That's understandable
as, after all, the Olympic Games
are happening this year, but our
timing in the ATP calendar is
always intriguing. This year’s
Games made it a bit easier and
simpler for us, as they are being
held in Europe and on clay co-
urts, just like our tournament.
This is why it was much easier
for us to get players for our to-
urnament, unlike in the year of
the Tokyo Olympics.

If we're talking future - the
Umag tournament will rema-
in as it is and we will make no
other changes. It goes without
saying that there will be many
years when our tournament
will come immediately before
the Masters 1000 tournaments
in Canada (Montreal or Toron-
to), and this will be an additi-
onal challenge when it comes
to attracting players. However,
everything we are doing here in
Umag, everything Plava Laguna
gives us, and this wonderful au-
dience which has been selling
out both the Goran lvanisevi¢
central stadium and the Stu-
denac Arena, greatly contri-
butes to the recognition of the
tournament and to attracting
players.

This year, one of the novelties
is the final match taking pla-
ce on a Saturday. We are all in
unknown territory in this sense
and it will be interesting to see
how the audience reacts to the
change. We've never done this
before, but we might continue
this practice in the future, as
Canadian Masters tournaments
will be starting on Sunday.
Barring any significant changes
in the calendar, in the next 15
years Umag will be played im-
mediately before the Canadian
tournaments 11 or 12 times, so
our current plans are to conti-
nue having the final match take
place on a Saturday.

This pilot-year might beco-
me a tradition, and it is sure to
make us rethink some things
and bring about some new cre-
ative ideas. It will motivate us
to look more to the future, to
young players who are just star-
ting to make their way in the
world. We've shown how good
we are at this, and the best po-
ssible confirmation is the Llist
of players who have played at
Stella Maris during the 3 or 4
previous seasons, and who are
the best players in the world
today, or close to it.

PLAVALAGUNA QPEN
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DODIG COULD
PLAYER

I'd like to congratulate Matej

Dodig on playing a good tour-
nament. My praises might seem
too much to some, as he had one
victory and one loss, but his vi-
ctory meant so much, while his
defeat against Cerundolo will
serve as a learning opportunity,
and he had the chance to see
what a match against one of the
world’s greats feels like. Of co-
urse, no one expected him to
defeat the Argentinian player,
but he played a very good match
and saw what he needed to work
on so that he can beat a player of
this calibre in the future. All in
all, it was a good match.

Matej has just turned 19 a few
days ago, so he has many seasons
to go. | like how he is surroun-
ded by a good atmosphere, so to
say, he is a positive person. And
| love the way he plays tennis. |
think he has what it takes to be-
come a very, very good player
once he improves his game a bit.
We've seen what he can do, and
now it's up to him and his team
to work on improvements in
all aspects. Once this happens,
we'll be waiting for him in Umag
and he will have even more of a
chance to achieve great results.

| wasn’t able to watch Musetti’s
match, but his victory was defi-
nitely expected. He's filled with
confidence after playing the
Wimbledon semi-finals, and this

BE A VERY, VERY GOOD

is a good preparation for him for
the Olympics, so he wants to
make the most of this tourna-
ment. He won't have it easy tho-
ugh, because he’s going up aga-
inst Mensik, who we've seen in a
very good form against Darderi.

| have to admit | was a bit sur-
prised with the outcome of that
match. Darderi was never my
number one favourite to win
the tournament, but I've always
known he was capable of great-
ness. | wasn't expecting a defe-
at like this one, Mensik took
him down ruthlessly, but it was
deserved. For an 18-year-old
player, the Czech already has
it all: amazing serve, backhand
and forehand... He did wonder-
fully, the conditions suited him
perfectly, and all | can say is -
amazing job.

The tournament is now ente-
ring its final stage, and the qu-
arter-finals are filled with all of
the top-seeded players, which
is great for the tournament. |
expect Mensik to defeat Tseng,
and in the Musetti - Lajovié¢
match, | think the Italian has an
advantage. In the Rublev - Ma-
roszan duel, I'm not sure becau-
se I'm not a fan of how Rublev is
currently playing, so it's 50-50.
Finally, | believe Cerundolo will
snag the victory against Sonego.

21
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