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The tournament’s visibility is global, 
Umag is present all over the world
Tennis as a global sport 
offers the greatest pos-
sible visibility with all 
of its events, including 
those from the ATP Tour 
calendar, in which Umag 
has proudly held its place 
for 35 years. This is why 
the Plava Laguna Croa-
tia Open Umag is such an 
important tournament for 
the promotion of Umag, 
Istria and Croatia through-
out the world. We are very 
pleased that we are cov-
ered by television broad-
casts around the world, 
which means North and 
South America, Australia, 
Asia, Africa and Europe. 
Literally, people from all 
over the world can fol-
low what is happening in 
Umag.

This would not have been 
possible without the lon-
gest-standing and one of 
the most important part-
ners of this tournament, 
Croatian Radio and Tele-
vision. Everything that has 
been transmitted “through 
their eyes” and their pro-
duction over all these 
years has been great. A 
big thank you to them for 
that, and in particular, all 
the progress made over 
the last 12 months should 
be highlighted. A big thank 
you goes to the analytical 
approach that we are in-
troducing into HTV’s ten-
nis broadcasts, which we 
are extremely proud of. 
And I really enjoyed being 
with tennis analyst Dino 
Marcan, and everything I 
was able to hear from him.

Along with good analytics 
and production, it is also 
important that we make an 
extra effort to ensure even 

greater visibility, with ad-
ditional content, thanks to 
our social media team. We 
are also working on some 
other projects, and these 
days, former tennis star 
Ana Čakvetadze, who was 
ranked fifth in the world, 
is in Umag, working with 
her production team on a 
mini documentary about 
Goran Ivanišević and Mag-
nus Norman, who joined 
us yesterday and arrived 
in time to see his protégé 
Stan Wawrinka’s first vic-
tory.

Through these camer-
as, we will see in the final 
product what that part 
of the tennis world looks 
like and how these two 
great players and coaches 
see tennis and Umag. This 
visibility is also crucial for 
the development of the 
tournament and for what 
awaits us in the future.

COLUMN BY GORAN IVANIŠEVIĆ

The atmosphere is already great, the 
audience is enjoying it
Stan Wawrinka started the 
match a little slowly, but 
we saw once again what it 
looks like when he loses 
and reminds us of the old 
days. It was a pretty good 
match from his side, espe-
cially when he took control 
and relaxed, then his ten-
nis was both efficient and 
attractive. I think that he 
is also satisfied with how 
he played, especially since 
the first part of the season 
was not successful, he had 
few victories before arriv-
ing in Umag. Now he could 
be more and more danger-
ous, it will not be easy for 
anyone to win against him 
and it will be interesting 
to watch his performance 
this year in Umag.

Another reason to enjoy 
this match was the atmo-
sphere. It was great. Peo-
ple are clearly enjoying 
themselves here, they 
came to watch good ten-
nis, to relax, and that’s 
what we need for the 
overall impression, which 
is already excellent. On 
Sunday at the start of the 
main tournament, we had 
a full stadium, and it was 
the same on Monday, and 
all of that suggests that 
the tournament will be 
well-attended again. Let 
me not forget, tickets for 
the semi-finals and finals 
have been sold out for 
some time, and that also 
says a lot.

On Tuesday we have two 
of our players in the singles 
competition, Dino Prižmić 
and Mili Poljičak, who 
will certainly have good 
support. All this is a nice 
touch, because we have an 
audience that clearly loves 

tennis, so it doesn’t matter 
if some of the announced 
players have cancelled, 
because even those who 
do play know how to rec-
ognize quality. We have 
some young tennis players 
who could have good ca-
reers and they are already 
showing it.

Dušan Lajović ended his 
performance early this 
year, but it must be ad-
mitted that he is not even 
a shadow of the Lajović 
who was the winner here. 
It was as if he was playing 
as an older brother, he was 
quite slow and that was 
not good. It’s a shame for 
Duci, because if he had 
been the lucky one, I think 
he would have made good 
use of the draw.

Our boys lost their dou-
bles, which is a shame, be-
cause both of them could 
have made it to the quar-
terfinals. They were close, 
especially Matej Dodig 
and Nino Serdarušić, who 
had three match points. 
And Luka Mikrut and Mili 
Poljičak were in a great 
position, because the 5:2 
lead in the third set looked 
promising. Of course, such 
defeats hurt, because you 
know you had a chance, 
but that’s part of the sport.

NOVO! Armal asortiman potražite u svim Petrokov poslovnicama.

4 GLAVNA RAZLOGA ZAŠTO
ODABRATI  ARMAL SLAVINE:

Smanjena 
potrošnja vode

Smanjena potrošnja 
energije za zagrijavanje  
tople vode

10 godina 
jamstva

Široka ponuda 
različitih stilova 
i dizajna
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